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SPEECH, 
„ Geiaac 


. the Roman Republic . confirmed its libe 


3 n 
victories of her warriors, by the dextrous policy of her Con- 


ſuls, and the auſtere equity of her Magiſtrates. Always attacked and 


always triumphant, inceſſantly irritated, but ever miſtreſs of herſelf— 
eternally combated by the arts of her rivals, but always diſconcerting 
their intrigues; all the efforts of her enemies ſerved but to render her 


power ſolid, her poſſeſſions more extenſive, and her glory more brilliant. 


The French Republic, from ber birth, appears to have been re- 


ſerved for the ſame deſtiny. She has been menaced 3 


enemies ; ſhe has been attacked by kings, agitated by factions, be- 
trayed by rebels, and ſubjected to the tyranny of demagogues. Ever 
victorious, but without ceaſing to be pacific ; terrible in fight, bat 
uniformly wiſe after ſucceſs ; be has forced her enemies, whilft th 
admired her courage, to praiſe her moderation. The nations which 
now ſue to her for peace, find it as eaſy to negociate, as it was impoſ- 
ſible to conquer. 1 
But though pride has been humbled, and vengeance diſappointed, 
theſe paſſions are obſtinate enemies, which nothing can perſuade or 
ſubdue. In vain has the awful will of a great people overthrown them 
by its exploſion ; they recover after Every fall, they forget their diſ- 


aſters, form their plans a-new, and ftill dream of ſucceſs. When 


driven far from our frontiers, they exert themſelves in the interior of 
our country; they ſeek to diſtract us by their intrigues, and to miſlead 
us by their perfidy. When the God of battle has been deaf to their 


| 22 they invoke the aid of Famine, and all her accompanyin 


courges. When their ſwords are broken, political mercenaries a 


- hireling pens offer new inſtruments to their hatred, new aliment to 


their fury, and new phantoms for their purpoſes of illuſion; even 
this moment they are about to recur to another great effort. bees” 
The coalition which we have ſubdued, after having tried ev 
method which could tend to our overthrow on the 1ſt of Prairiat, 
placed their laſt reliance on a bold invaſion, to be executed by def 
perate men, who had no alternative but ſucceſs or death. The En» 


, gliſh Government, now become =_ ſole ſupport of à war, <= | 


\ „ 


moſt probably, it was from the beginning the ſecret agent, directed all 
its views towards this expedition. It furnithed the expence of this im- 
menſe armament, ſuch a one as ſhould have been drawn from England 
only in her greateſt peril. It payed ſubſidies to Auſtria and Pied- 
mont, for the e of making a diverſion, It had raiſed two 
corps of Emigrants; the one which was diſembarked in the Weſt, and 
the army of Conde, which was to endeavour to penetrate in the oppo- 
fite direction. | 
The attention of Europe was fixed in ſuſpenſe on this immenſe 
effort. The timidity of ſome of the neutral powers caught a momen- 
tary alarm: the indeciſion of others was increaſed. We appeared to 
them as on the verge ofai. abyſs, ſo much the more dangerous as it was 
not perceived. A ſyſtem of perfidy was organized, and was executed 
by the Chouans, and the rebels of La Vendee. The amneſty which 
had been granted to them was repreſented as an act of powerleſs con- 
ceſſion. T heir hoſtilities, or, properly ſpeaking, their aſſaſſinations, 
recommenced. Our fleet received a check, (this alludes to the witory 
obtained by Lurd Bridport) and the Engliſh vomitted on our coa® a 
ſwarm of Frenchmen, ſome of whom were volunteers, but others were 
forced into the attempt of organizing amongſt us g Civil War—the 
8 object of all theſe preparations on the part of the confe- 
erates. . 
They thought Jefs of ſubjugating us by this expedition, than of 
preventing us from this day acquiring that ſtability which is to fix 
our deftiny—than of topping us in the midſt of our conquelts—than 
of depriving us of the means of making peace—than of detaching us 
from our allies—than of launching new ſeourges to deſtroy our popu- 
lation, to deſolate our agriculture, to ſuſpend the activity of our 
Induſtry, and, above all—to retard the moment of the acceptance of 
the Conſtitution which you are about to adopt, in order to conſolidate 
ever our glorious Revolution. 857 | 
The Engliſh Government attached yet one hope more from this in- 
vaſion; it was defirous on one fide to re-animate the vain defire of 
thoſe who amongſt us ſtill regret royalty, to preſent to their eyes this 
Phantom which they follow ; and on the other, they were anxious to 
raiſe again that ſlate of miſtruſt -and alarm, which leads at firſt to vio- 
lent meaſures, afterwards to'crimes, and at laſt to tyranny. The 
heroiſm of our Republican ſoldiers has deſtroyed, in a few heurs, the 
profound combinations of atrocious policy. All the ſcourges which 
the Engliſh Government were deſirous of raiſing up againſt us, have 
recoiled upon itielf. It was deſirous to render us ſuſpected by te 
neutral or allied powers, and it is itſelf which is rendered odious to 
every one of them, by its tyrannical proceedings, by its piracies upon 
the ſeas, by its deceitful alliances. It was deſirous to exhauſt us of all 
our reſources, and whilft it purſued this end, it is itſelf which has con- 
ſumed its o]. It has charged itſelf with all the expences of the 
coalition it ſuſtains, in order to lay on us a burthen greater perhaps than 
that Which we impoſe on ourſelves for our defence. It is deſirous to 
ſhackle bur commerce, but it attacks at the ſame time that of its own 


nation, in ſhutting it out from the. immenſe market eſtabliſhed for het 
| in 
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zn the midſt of us. It is anxious to defame us, and it is itſelf that is 


diſhonoured, by the perfidious aſſiſtance given to the miſerable 
wretches whom it has ſent to death, and whom it has wickedly aban- 


doned. | | 


Far be from us that unjuſt ſyſtem, which renders a whole nation reſ- 


ponſible for the faults of its government. MIO 210+ 
The cries of the Engliſh People already indignantly reſound from 
all quarters: every day this diſaſtrous war becomes more infupport- 
able to them—evecy day want raiſes in their towns the moſt preſſing 
remonſtrances. Ah! that honour, the firſt want of the people—that 
outraged humanity —might make them hear the alarm! That the 
Oppoſition Party, honoured by its conſtancy in unveiling ſo many 
faults and ſo many horrors, in predicting the ill ſucceſs of it in pro- 
reſting againſt the continuance, may at length ſhew irſelf with the 
impoling character of National Oppoſition, This is the wiſh which 
induces us to deſire the repoſe of Europe, and it will ſoon be realized. 
The Engliſh Government is itſelf afraid of it. Aſtoniſhed at the ſpec- 
tactle 4 our victories, at the diſſolution of the league of Kings, and 
above all, at the deſtruction of that internal tyranny which itſelf had 
encouraged, and which ſo powerfully ſeconded its ſchemes, it begins to 
fear the winding up of thoſe bloody ſcenes which it has raſhly given 
birth to, and has not been able to ſuſtain. It knows thatthe brave and 
free nation which it directs, always in love with liberty, cannot long 
be ſeduced by the ſophiſms of an immoral policy, nor by the ilſu- 
ſions of a falſe glory. It dreads the moment, which is not far dis- 
tant, when this equitable and ſevere nation, demanding of it a ri 
ous account of its conduct, will addreſs it in theſe terrible words: 


«« Why haſt thou drawn us into a war of prejudice againſt reaſon z'of 


fanaticiſm againſt toleration; of deſpotiſm againſt liberty? 
Why haſt thou diſſipated our treaſures jn paying ſubſidies to powers 
. diſpaſed to peace; by this perſidious aſſiſtance of whom thou haft only 
. prolonged errors, and multiplied defeats? _ L | 
Why, in pretending to be deſirous of railing again a broken throne, 
haſt thou ſought to dumember the very kingdom which thou announ- 
cedſt thyſelf willing to re-eſtabliſh, in precariouſly ſeizing, in the 


name of thy king, upon Corſica, which thou can'ſt not keep; the port 


of Toulon, which thou haſt evacuated ſo cowardly ; upon colonies 

which thou haſt not known how to defend, even'againſt a few negroes 

and a ſmall number of planters, armed only with their courage ? 
Why, in contempt of all thoſe principles of philoſophy and huma- 


nity, which had hitherto gained us ſo glorious a rank among all na- 


tions, haſt thou organized this horrible ſyſtem of falſe paper and of 
famine, which, if it had completely ſucceeded, might have deli 
over to death and to the convulſions of deſpair, twenty- ive millions 
of men hoſe ſole crime was their deſire to be free, and their refuſal 
to ſubject themſelves to the yoke of ſtrangers? = Tot: 
Buy what ignorance, at firſt engaging in thy quarrel, haſt 
thou ſo ill ſupported her, that thy army, cut to pieces in its retreat, has 
been forced to go and hide in the art of Germany, the ſhame 


which the perüdy of thy combinations' had prepared far it, in thus 


+ 
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abandoning a republic which would have been deſtroyed, if the gene- 
roſity of the French had not rather choſen to raiſe up thoſe they had 
-vanquiſhed, and to make of them faithful allies, in preference to 
unhappy ſubjects. | | e 
By what perfidy, inceſſantly enflaming the — of the Emigrants, 
flattering their delirium, irritating their grief, and plunging them more 
and more into the abyſs which ought to | Ken ſwallowed them up, haſt 
thou every where excited them toattack their country; and haſt finiſhed 
by caſting them on the coats on which they were born, and in deliver- 
ing them up, without means of defence; to the ſwords of thoſe whom 
they had betrayed, and to the ſeverity of their laws? NG, 
By what diſaſtrous policy haſt thou abandoned the only ſyſtem which 
would have been proper fox us—that of a neutrality, which would 
have brought an accumulation of proſperity on our commerce? 
By what abominable policy, after having deprived England of the 
circulation of her commodities—impoveriſhed her agriculture—ſhack- 
led the individual liberty of her citizens—cruſhed to pieces one part 
of her manufactures, dareſt thou aſpire to give laws to wiſer govern- 
ments, who are deſirous to remain in a ſtate of neutrality, for the 
purpoſe of putting ſome parts of Europe in ſhelter from the horrors 
of that war which thow alone art willing to render uniyerſal.” 
.- Theſe numerous reproaches reſound beforehand to the terrified ears 
of the Engliſh government; it is loaded with the burden of them, 
and the terror which they inſpire in it is the true motive of the conduct 
which 1t purſues. It knows, that in that country peace is ſcarcely ever 
made by the Miniſter who entered upon the war; he fears to become 
a memorable and terrible example, which would prove that reſpon- 
Ability is not a vain word, He 4 the genius of his nation; and, 
perſuaded that their only fault is too great an inclination for that bril- 
Hant glory, which too often makes them forget true glory, he 1s 
anxious to finiſh the war by ſome ſplendid conqueſt, which may deceive 
the reaſon of the Engliſh people; to flatter their vanity ; and to eſca 
the accuſation which awaits him, by covering, with a few laurels, the 
deep wounds which he has inflicted on his injured country. It is to 
attain this end that he has redbubled his efforts to vanquill us. What 
- amports it to him that his allies loſe their dominions— that the coali- 
tion ſees his deſtructive projects? Let the treaſure of the people of 
England be ſquandered away at Vienna, at Turin, at Verona, in the 
army of Conde, provided that he can prolong the war, and make the 
diverſion which is uſeful to himſelf; what ſignifies to him the gold of 
England, provided that by ſpreading it in France he can raiſe up new 


factions there—divide there our means and earry into its boſom every 
adreadful calamity? / | $24 6 | wap LOL 
What does he care for the immenſe quantities of ſtores and provi- 
- Kions loſt upon our coaſts by the legions of emigrant rebels Bat 
ſignifies to him the blood of men, provided he can eternize our internal 
diſſentions; that he can cauſe Frenchmen to cut the throats of Erench- 
men? provided, that in thus occupying us with our perſonal defence, he 
may hope to ſtrengthen himſelf in'Corfica—to take ſeveral of our poſ- 
ſeſſons in the two lidies, and to obtain the ſhameful cethon of —_— 
Aue * | [f 6 
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the exhauſted ſtate in which he ſuppoſes us? He flatters himſelf, that 
theſe new flowers of the Engliſh crown will make him find grace in 
the eye of the nation's ſelf- love, and will induce them to pardon him 
for having ſhed their blood, ſquandered their riches, ruined/theiricont- 
merce, weakened their liberty, belied their principles, and compro- 
miſed their reputation. | r a e001! 
But in one of theſe hopes he will yet be deceived . Mr. Pitt will 
not realiſe it, and there will remain to him only ſhame; and the exe- 
crations of the people he has ſo ſhamefully abuſed. - The: peace with 
Spain ought to convince him, that Corſica: cannot long remain in his 
. poſſeſſion, and that the love of liberty which. has always characteriſed 
1 its inhabitants will reſtore it to the freeſt * the world. Every 
thing announces to us that our Colonies, by the energies of thelr 
brave inhabitants, know how to reſiſt his audacious enterprizes ; on 
the contrary, the inſurrections in the. Engliſh iſlands ought to preſage 
the loſs to him not only of his conqueſts, but of his ancient poſſeſſions. 
His ambition will be deceived. If it had even had complete ſucceſs, 
what could have happened from it? All the maritime powers, Spain, 
France, Holland, Sweden, Denmark, juſtly alarmed, would have leagued 
themſelves againſt him, and England would have acquired, by the fol- 
lies of her miniſters, only the hatred of her neighbours, and the loſs 
of her treaſures. Thus his plan, only condemnable becaùſe it ought 
to miſcarry, would have been a ſource of ſorrow: to his — 
had ſucceeded ; this it is which the reaſon of the Engliſ people will 
ſoon feel; they ſee that we are no longer governed by incendiaxieb and 
Vandals; that we affix to ourſelves no longer the diſaſtrous pretenſion 
of being willing to become apoſtles in polities, and to propagate y 
tems; that we deal ſincerely with all governments who with for eace— 
we reſpect them all, whatever may be their forms; and in the ſame de- 
gree as we are averſe from any interfergnce in our goverutent, we 
are equally difinclined to interfere in thoſe of other nations. We win 
to live free under the reign of the laws, and in harmony with thoſe 
who do not wiſh to yreſtrain this liberty. In offering peace to the 
whole univerſe, we withit to be on terms as moderate to our enemies 
as honourable to ourſel ves. 2•2[ f46ꝗ4 
Ihe Engliſh nation has been deceived by the ill- founded and per ſonal 
anxiety of its king, and by the erroneous ani ambitious ſyſtems of his 
miniſters. , The French have been a long time deceived by the errors 
of an exaggerated philanthropy, and an impolitic theory: in the em 
they have been oppreſſed by artful tyrants, eruel and” fanatic, Whole 
fury and whoſe power the invaſion of the enemy ſerved tu aid and to 
cement. But we are cured of our errors and relieved from our tyrafits. 
The Engliſh, who are enlightened, render us juſtice; they value Sur 
generous efforts to eſcape from all tyrannies; they ſee us with-ſath- 
faction animated by the ſame ſentiments which they have everacknow- 
ledged, and offer up with us fincere vows fon the return of the calm 
of peace, after the ſtorms of war. They wiſh for the eſtabliſumeht 
of a friendſhip between two people, whoſe: energy and 'whoſe induſ- 
try ought always to render them erulous of each other, bur who 
haye been made enemies by the ambition of their Miniſters: Thie 


- _ 


(8 ) 
pacike diſpoſition of the Engtiſh nation is not unknown to the tyrant 
tt 


It is to prevent the extenſion of this diſpoſition, to prevent its be- 
coming general, and to prevent the {word being wreſted from his 
bloody. hands, that he cauſes to be circulated in London various pub- 
| Heations to alarm the men of property in England, by attempting to 
prove, that where there is no king, there can be no ſecurity for pro 
perty. He wiſhes it to be believed that the influence of a great re- 

ic, ſo near a neighbour, muſt be dangerous to the ſafety of the 
wiſh conſtitution ; that if France is tranquil and happy, the example 
will produce a revolution in the Britiſh government; that if France 
3s. agitated, her convulſions will be communicated to the ſurrounding 
nations, and that in conſequence the war muſt be carried on with obſti- 
-macys to prevent the eſtabliſhment of a republic in France. 

Here we diſcover a new kind of war which the inhuman Miniſter 

_ of England wages againſt us. We have counteracted his military 
orts and his ſanguinary devaſtations by our courage; we will alſo 
Annihilate his ſophiſms by our frankneſs. I conceive it will be as eaſy 
as it is important to prevent the deluſion of nations by ſuch malignant 
errors, which muſt neceſſarily diſperſe as the appearance of the firſt 
ray of truth. In the war which we have hitherto ſuſtained, chance 
may ſometimes have operated; but in the war of opinion now declared 
againſt us, our triumph is far more ſecure, for our arms are reaſon and 
principles, and we have to combat only with prejudices and paſſions. 

- - There is nothing ſo. unjuſt, yet ſo common, as to attribute to this 
or that form of government the misfortunes and the crimes which 
may · be found in all countries, which ſhew themſelves in a. thouſand 

different appearances, and which are reproduced in all centuries, and 

which not being the reſult of principle, but on the contrary bei 
conſtantly the effect of private paſſions, are only to be imputed to in- 
dividuals, and not to the influence of the laws. Perſonal ſecurity and 
the protection of property form the r of every polleus 

When any government is inveſted with authority, is it not for the 

protection of individual right? If it does not perform this duty 
i the power inſtituted for the common good of a nation, wantonly 

z3mpriſons, puniſhes, and plunders the objetts of its- jealouſy or de- 

teſtation —is the intention of the ſocial gompaR, therefore, to be c- 
-cafed? Is it not evident, on the contrary, that the compact i; diſ- 
ſolved, and that the legitimate authority is converted into a tyranny ; 
either, by means of a faction, which ſubſtitutes the licentiouſneſs of 
anarchy for the liberty of a republic; or by legitimate authority, 
enſorcing the oppreſſion of 8 In theſe two caſes, is it not 

evident that violence puts itſelf in the place of law? ne 

Then do not hope, ye Engliſh libellers, to abuſe the human race 
by endeavouring to perſuade them, that in the French R lic, under 
che dominion of laws which it is about to proclaim, individuals will not 
enjoy their fortunes, their liberty, and their exiſtence in e, becauſe 
for many months ſome relentteis tyrants, who profited by the exaſ- 
i ien! d er , e. peration 
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(91 | | 
peration of a people, invaded, outraged, and betrayed, ſpread over 


our country the combined horrors of deſpotiſm and of anarchy. 
Europe will not be fo blind as to believe that it is the mere name 
of a Republic that has engendered all thoſe evils. She has been tos 
well tutored to deteſt Nero, Caligula, Attila, Louis XI. Charles IX: 
and the other crowned monſters, more cruel, if poſſible, than our fero- 
cious Decemvirs. The fate of the three firſt centuries in Rome, the 
long and invariable proſperity of Venice, the happy and reſpected 
tranquillity of the Swiſs, the repoſe which the unfortanates of Europ 
ſeek among the United States of America; all reaſons drawn from 
experience, and every argument from ſound theory, demonſtrate the 
weakneſs of this multiplied #duſe, which only tends to diſquiet the 
landholder—to enflame the violent—and to perpetuate this dreadful 
cruſade, which, to the aſtoniſhment of the 18th century, has beta 
formed againſt liberty. * 
What! are — perſons to be conſidered as leſs ſecure in 2 
country where every man has a right to watch over their conſtitution, 
than in thoſe where a ſingle man can diſpoſe of them according to lis 
own will, or the paſſions of his courtiers? I will not inſult the human 
, underſtanding, by taking pains to deſtroy ſo miſerable a im. 1 
ſhall not follow the eaſy route which would lead me to puſh this com- 
pariſon to its laſt term, and to prove under what form of government 
the rights of individuals are certain to be reſpected or violated. ' Let 
Europe fee in this reſerve the ſincerity of the engagement which we 
have contracted, to abandon. all alles recrimination—and to ſhun 
every — may tend to propagate our opinions at the expence af 
the tranquillity o 


f other countries. We adhere to our form of govern- 
ment, becauſe we look on it as the beſt ; but we reſpect thoſe which 
other nations wiſh to/preſerve, and form no other wiſh, than that they 
may render them happy. Sage policy ſhau!d counſel the miniſters of 
Kings, to imitate that moderation of which we agree to ſet the en- 
ample. ' A veil is more neceſſary to them than to us. Diſcuſſion n 
them would be dangerous. Reaſon and Ee us with arts, 
of which they wauld do well to ſhunthe confli "+ 

Since they reproach us with propagating Republicaniſm, which we 
referve with joy and prudence to ourſelves, Jr 
not to preach up Royaliſm, or to ſeek to prove, that no man can exit 
in ſafety ia a Republic, or live in peace with Republicans. This 
attack, which muſt revolt every an by its injuſtice, may compel us 
to repriſals; the neceflity of which our wiſh for peace would incline 
us to avoid. * 3 16 wat 2] 

The Miviſters of the Coalition committed a grand miſtake, w 
they avowed that the preſent was a war of kings, and of the privileged 
Cafts againſt the people. By that declaration they risked the danger 
of ſeeing themſelves in a fearful minority. May they, for the 
happineſs of mankind and peace of Europe, profit by the leſſons of 
experience, and ſubdue their paſſions, as we — 5 
May all governments at length, loſing ſight of vain — 

1 Wo | 


- 


ou 


_ 


'(' wo | ) . 


ave no rivalſſip but in proving that they can all contribute to the 


happineſs of the human race. 5 5 1066 
- Powets of EuxorE - Lou all ſuffer the calamities of that war 
which you have declared. You who regret the treaſures which you 
have ſpent, the blood which you have ſhed, and the tears which you 
have Eauſed to. flow, open your eyes to the ſnares which are laid for 
= by the Engliſh Miniſtry. They tell you that it is impoſſible to 
ve in peace with Republicans; they conjure you to be on your guard 


- againſt the ſeduction of our principles, the ambition of our govern- 


ment, and the intrigues of our emiſſaries. Oh! do not ſuffer your- 
ſelves to be deceived, either by the dangerous counſels of this Egotis- 
tical ally, or by the exploſion which your attacks have Yo often drawn 


from our juſtified reſentment. The paſt and the preſent muſt anſwer 


to you for the future, | 
Review the pages of hiſtory; you will ſee all Republics occupied by 
their internal activity; inſtead of diſturbing the repoſe of their neigh- 
bours, being too often haraſſed by them. It was only in conſequence 
of repeated attacks, diſaſters, ahd invaſions, that Rome was at length 
obliged to purſue a ſyſtem of conqueſt which covered her with glory, 
but which ended in her ruin. Athens, Venice, Switzerland, and Hol- 
land; have often ſeen other powers combined againſt them, but were 
never the firſt in the attack. | #7 
Ihe invaſions of the Perſians and Macedonians, the league of Cam- 


bray, the efforts of Germany, the repeated incurſions of the Engliſh, 


the Spaniards, and the French, form the prominent features in the hiſ- 
tory of Republics. It furniſhes, on the contrary, but few examples 
which Can be quoted, to juſtify the anxiety which our enemies are 
ſolicitous to promulgate. Reflect on the events of this war: France 
outraged, menaced, and invaded, has repulſed all her enemies, and 
carried her ſtandards in every part far— far, indeed, from her fron- 


tiers. When ſhe appeared every where victorious, look into our 


areaty with the King of Prafſia, whoſe well-founded apprehenſions in- 
ined him to withdraw his forces—with Holland, whom we had con- 
quered—with Spain, many of whoſe provinces were in our poſſeſſion. 
a jadge from our conduct, wifether we can be charged with a mad deſire 
for conqueſt, and whether you cannot count with reliance on our wiſ- 
dom and moderation. Examine by your agents into the meaſures 


adopted by our envoys with, thoſe powers who have preſerved their 


neutrality; and afterwards decide - om theſe known facts, whether the 
Britiſſi Miniſtry are treacherous or ſincere ; and whether our conduct 


does not anſwer as victoriouſſy as our arms to their fatal artifices. _ 


Already a great part of Europe, ſeeing the prejudices of an un- 
Joſt hatred, acknowledges the falſehood of theſe Macbavelian accu- 


ſations, op ns its eyes to its true intereſts ; wearied with fighting to 
* indulge the paſſions of a miniſter, it renounces the mad ſyſtem of 
- deſtroying opinions by the ſword; and is diſpoſed to reſtore to Eu- 


rope the bleſſings of peace; of which it has been fo long and ſo 


. cruelly deprived, by this deplorable cruſade. , | | 
The Grand Duke of Tüſcany has given to the Princes of Italy an 
example which does honour to his humanity and his wiſdom. The 
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King of Pruſba, braving the outcry of deceived ambition, and of 
impotent hatred, of pride and of deſpair, has re-entered into the 
only ſyſtem of policy which ſuited his fituation. He at length ſaw 
his error in attacking his ally, and his natural ſupport ; and in fol- 
lowing. the dangerous counſels of Auſtria, his eternal foe; and of 
Ruſſia, his ſecret enemy, who encouraged him to exhauſt himſelf 
againſt us, only that they the more eaſily may effect his ruin. The 
friendſhip which we offer—the ſervices which we can render him 
the hatred of the three povens, whoſe projects he has diſconcerted; ' 
and the prayers of all Germany, whats wounds he is called on to 
bind up, and which he is to lead with him into a ſyſtem of pacifica- 
tion, of which he has given the firſt example, are ſo many induce- 
ments to him, to be firm and perſevering in the new path on which 
he has entered. ' | e 
Artful politicians have ſought to inſpire him with alarms, with 
reſpe& to the effects which his ſeparation from the coaleſed powers 
may produce. But the majority, which he has attained in the Diet of 
the empire muſt have fully demonſtrated to him, how little their fears 
were founded in truth, and in what light his conduct has been viewed 
by public opinion. If other perſons, informed of the new and ex- 
tenſive plan formed to overthrow our government, have ſought to 
ſtagger his opinion, and to inſpire him wich doubts reſpecting the 
ſolidity of our power our triumphs in the colonies,” the victory of 
Quiberon, and our new treaties of peace, will prove to him ſuffici- 
ently the weakneſs of thoſe dreams, and of thoſe chimerical ho 
which are cradled only in the vanity of our enemies. 
The King of Spain, ſacrificing his private feelings, and his fa- 
mily reſentments, to the true intereſts of the nation, has meritgd the 
eſteem of all the friends to hamanity. He has rene wect thaſe inter- 
courſes of friendſhip which reaſon, nature, and policy, * — have 
made indiſſoluble; and by this very proceeding he has yed the 
criminal hopes of the Engliſh Miniſtry, who, ſacrificing real 
happineſs and the riches of England - to their perſonal ambition, 
thought they had reached the moment when they could immortalize 
their names, by planting the Britiſh ſta th ard on the ruins of our de- 
vaſtated colonies. Spain, ever candid in her policy and an war, never 
diſguiſed her praiſe-worthy deſigns under thoſe uſeleſs veils, ſeen 
through by the world, and with which the followers of the diploma - 
tic tem ſeek to cover themfelves in vain; N „ K 
"Spain has publicly declared, that ſhe was induced only by our 
common intereſts to renew the alliance between the two nations; F 
has declared to the univerſe that ſhe relied, by her mediation, 
bringing about a peace with the ſtates of Italy, and delivering the 
ſouth of Europe Som the ſcourge of war. Ihe republic of Venice 
forms the ſame wiſhes, Almott all the princes of the empire, wea- 
ried with fighting for the intereſts of the Houſs of Auſtria, for ſome 
rights of little value, and for the honour of the emigrants, no lon 
di{guiſe their wiſhes to ſee peace eſtabliſhed with that power which 
has ever preſerved them from the yoke with which they have been ſo 
long menaced by the Houſe of Auſtria, + re ns os 
| B Go. Doo os They 
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- They ſee by our treaties that we are not guided by the ſpirit of 


conqueſt, and that the ſafety of our frontiers, and our wiſhes to make 
no other than a durable peace, dictate, more than our ſucceſſes, the 
conditions we ſhall accept. U eic ga: bag 1 
HFolland, reſtored by her misfortunes and the faults of her govern- 
melt to her former energy, united to us by an indiſſoluble alliance, 
and founded on the ſame love of equality, joins her efforts to ours to 
recover the freedom of the ſeas, and to give a ſolid foundation to the 
peace which it is our wiſh to offer to the world. Funden 
Sweden and Denmark, who have never departed from a humane, 
wiſe and reſpectable neutrality, bear with impatience the pride and 
the menaces of the Cabinets of Ruſſia and England, which would 
dictate to them laws as contrary to juſtice as to the proſperity of their 
commerce. They perceive that their intereſt attaches them to our 
fate, and that the ſupport of France will be always neceſſary to them 
to eſcape from that humiliating ſovereignty which England and Ruſſia 
would with to-eftabliſh in the north of Europe. | 
The Porte, indignant at the uſurpation of the Muſcovites in Poland, 
and at the projects of the Empreſs of Ruſſia againſt the Ottoman Em- 
pire, renews with us its former friend ſhip; and if thoſe ambitious 
plans do not yield to the counſels of reaſon and humanity, ſhe can, in 


concert with us and other powers, overthrow in a ſhort time this 


glorious edifice, more impoſing by its brilliancy and extent, than by 
its actual ſoliditꝛ. 28181 a Lint bod 
Bruch is the preſent” picture of Europe; ſketched without art, and 
preſented without diſguiſe. While ſome courts mutually deceive each 
other, change their connections, their views, and their hopes, according 
to events and paſſions; the French government, liſtening to no parti- 
cular affection, invariable in her poliey, and immoveable as a rock 
amidſt 77 agitation of the waves which ſurround her without dif- 
turbing Her dig will never follow any intereſt but that of the 
general happineſs, will attend only to the love of peace and humanity, 
will ſupport only the oppreſſed; and eombat only the ambitious. ' She 
-muſt of courſe ſucceſſively rally around her all thoſe goveraments who 
wiſh tor the reeſtabliſſimentsof an equil;brium in Europe, and for the 
maintenance of general tranquillity.” She muſt finally take her rank 
among thoſe paciſic powers who are deſtined to exempt the human race 
from thoſe numberleſs wars by which it has been diſhondurtd; * 
The only fadorw in this picture is the triple alliance which has been 
formed between the courts of Vienna, London, and Peterſburg. The 


\ 


: po of theſe three powers may appear at firſt view to give ſome ſo- 


'lidity to their plans, and to form a confiderable weight in the balance 
of Europe. But in conſidering the alliance more nearly, looking to 


to the elements of which it is compoſed, the ſpace which ſeparates 

the contracting powers, the oppoſition of their Kere views, the want 
of ſincerity in their friendſhip, and the conſequent abſence of amity 
in their plans, inſtead of dreading the reſult, we- muſt ſee with ſatis- 
faction, that this alliance, which can no longer be injurious to us, has 
unmaſked their ambitious projects, and warned all Europe to be upon 
its guard againſt their enterpri ages. 


The 


/ 
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The coalition was greatly in error, when they believed that the 
Empreſs of Raſſia would ever ſerve them effectually. It as for ber 
that the coaleiced powers were labouring, and not for themſelves.;, 
and her Character was too different from that of our, adverſaries, to 
admit the belief that ſhe would ever rendeg- them elfective afliſtance, 
But let us be as ſincere with reſpect to the qualities as the faults/of 
our enemies. We ſhould learn; to;know them, to underſtand how! 
much we have to fear. Rinne 4 6 10 tis ell mafll 
_ Catharine; celebrated by her political fineſſe, and the; extent of 
her ambition, has aimed at every ſpecies of glory. For a long time, 
ſhe has given to Europe the rare ſpectacle of reaſon and re 
ſeated on a deſpotic throne. She has almoſt realized the idea of a 
national repreſentation, by aſſembling around her. deputies from all 
parts of the empire, to conſult. them on the laws which were in her 
contemplation.— She found in Monteſquieu all the baſis of her code. 
She has diſpoſed. of the property of the clergy, and ſuppreſſed their 
ſuperſtition. She — Diderot to her court, and wiſhed to con- 
e the education of her ſon to D'Alembert! She has eſtabliſhed to- 
leration, and prohibited duels—ſhe has conſecrated. the right t pe- 
tition—in fine, ſhe has attempted. to deſtroy the ſlavery of the pea- 
ſant, but could not obtain this victory over the nobleſſe of her 
empire. 1 3% u 
Wich ſuch principles, Catharine could never entertain a genuine 


hatred for 2 N nation, which has bed its blood for Be 
urpoſe of eſtabliſizng in practice the precepts of a philoſophy.,whi 
| _ herſelf raked. Our —.—.— could never —— her 
any perſonal*anxiety. The lights which had prepared it, notwich- 
ſtanding all their ſplendour, were too diſtant to reach to Ruſſia to ex- 
cite dileufkon⸗ on the rigkts of the people, or to make them feel the | 
value of liberty. We are placed, ſhe at the one end of Europe, x; 
we at the other. We haye direQtly noſubjed} of diluley or Nel. 
we, therefore, ought to be friends. P20 NE on” - Yu: 
Catharine is, beſides, too dextrous a politician to ſee with ſatisfac- 
tion, either that France ſhould be diſmembered, and incapable. of 
giving that ſupport. which ſhe may need againſt the powers of Ger- 
many re- acting againſt hey—Or that England ſhould acquire the ab- 
ſolute empire of the ſeas, and be afterwards in a condition to ſhut 
her up in the ice of the North, and, arbitrarily to diſpoſe of her com- 
 mexce., She cannot wiſh, like the Engliſh cabinet, on whoſe miniſters 
ſhe ſets little value, to ſee. a feeble monarchy. take place amaꝑgſt us, 
inſtead of a flouriſhing and peaceable Republic, from which the has 
e and little to fear, —What, Catharine had in view events. 
Have fully proved. 2903 ee Tre or; e 
This pringeſs, who unfortunately for the world, has not contented * 
herſelf with the glory of. a legiſſator, and who has preferred the 
falſe, though brilliant celebrity of congueſ}, has eyer deceived the 
ce alition, She amuſed herſelf with the pallons of che belligerent 
powers, while ſhe profited by them to execute her vaſt projects. Her 
evident deſire has been to oyerthrow thę creſcent, and to extend her 
dominion over that empire. Shg has flattered the pride af the — 
Fl | ; | 8 


(* 1h 


ants by pompous embaſſies, while ſhe gave them nothing but the 
permiſſion to go and people her deſarts. She has ſharpened the 
wrath of the courts of Berlin and Vienna—has excited them to war 
—has cauſed them to drain their treaſuries and to exhauſt theig armies, 
making them hope for ſuccours which they have never received.— » 
When ſhe ſaw them in a ſtate of incapacity to counteract her deſigns, 
the immediately poſſeſſed herſelf of Poland. She was aſſured by 
that itep, either of a free communication for her troops, whenever 
ſhe ſhould find a proper time for marching againſt Conitantinople— 
or of a throne for her grandſon, if the pacification, which ſhe fears, 
and which ſhe retards, ſhould prevent her from realizing the plans of 
her coloſſal ambition. | 
England ſaw with pain, and even Mr. Pitt himſelf with embarraſ- 
ment, the ruin of Poland—the deſtruction of a free people—and the 
anger of Turkey. He once wiſhed to arm the Turks ugainſt Ruſſia, 
and notwithſtanding the exiſting alliance between Ruſſia and England, 
theſe two payers, which mutually ſport with each other, preſerved the 
leaven of hatred, and motives of Hanke, which muſt ever prevent 
the friendſhip from attaining to a perfect ſolidity. . 
The Court of Vienna, diſconcerted in her projects, and deceived 
in her hopes, ſees not without diſpleaſure he aggrandizement of 
Ruſſia; the former coveted Loraine, and Alſace W | Brabant 1s loſt to 
her for ever, She continues her diverfions againſt us, in favour of 
England, who pays her ; but ſhe ſighs to ſee that ſhe can retain no 
hope of an indemnification - in Bavaria, an attempt which, if made, 
would turn againſt her the arms of all the powers of the empire, and 
that ſoon ſhe will be forced to make peace without recovering her 
poſſeſſions that have been inyaded, and without having any other in- 
demnity than her uſurpations in Poland—uſurpations of which 
Turkey, and even Ruſſia, will ſooner or later diſpute her enjoy- 


ment, or which the genius of liberty will ſhortly raviſh from her 


/ 
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oppreſſion. _ eg | | 

Behold, citizens, the real poſition of theſe three newly-allied 
courts—a poſition which other leagues, more united and more wiſe, 
may ſoon render moſt critical. -You behold the unſolia foundations 
of this new coalition, diſunited from its birth, and to which we op- 
poſe the heroiſm of our warriors, the force of a good conſti:ution, 

'the tranquil firmneſs of a numerous 'people, who have ſworn to be 
free, and which it ww2// be, in diſpite of all the efforts of their enemies. 
he people have devoted themſelves to every ſacrifice, have born 

every privation, have brayed every danger, and will ſurmount all 
the obſtacles which offer. to arreſt their progreſs, Thoſe who wiſhed 
to oppreſs them, have * their yengeance; | thoſe who 
thought to deſtroy them, ſhall ſerve as the pedeſtal to their power: 
and all the blows which have been aimed to demolich them, ſhall 
uy ſtrengthen the baſe, and cement for ever the edifice of their 
liberty. 1 f x 4% | . 

1 May the powers with whom we are ſtill epgagad meditate with 
wiſdom over the picture which I have ſłetched may the love of hu- 
puanity, ſtifling at length their deſtructiye wee nee, 
| | ca 


( 5. } ws >: 


cal ambirion—and their idle plans of invafion and 
them to place no more obſtacles in the way of peace, and of the ac- 
compliſhment of the wiſhes which we make for the repoſe of Europe, 
and for their own happineſs. CO OT 
For us, who have repulſed with ſo much glory the laſt efforts 
made for our deſtruction;— for us, whom moderation renders as in- 
dulgent as our victories have made us formidable, let us ceaſe to de- 
rive from abroad, the fears which can only be nurtured in the midſt 
of us. The hope of the enemies of our revolution can no longer be 
placed in that of ſuccour from foreign powers: what I have ſaid has 
fully proved this truth. But it is time to examine to what degree, 
when they are deprived of ſuch a ſupport, their efforts ſnould appear 
tous as dangerous. | | 
At a moment, when, obedient to the wiſhes of the people, and di- 
reed by that ſentiment of eternal juſtice by which you are actuated, 
you have baniſhed from the midſt of you all thoſe whoſe paſt conduct 
was in contradiction to the principles on which you are about to 
found the imperiſhable fabric of public liberty; it is neceſſary, more 
than ever, to proclaim theſe ſame principlez, for the purpoſe of an- 
nouncing to the whole nation what ſhe has a right to _ from you; 
—to prove that the ſeverity which you have diſplayed did not ariſe 
from any prepoſſeſſions' of party to extirpate 'from your boſom the 
very ſeeds of that diſtruſt, with which they would divide you for the 
purpoſe of your deſtruction. | | 
In vain have you repulſed the external attempts of the coalition 
which you have conquered, if you leave within the ſecret-motives of 
diviſion and of hatred. In combating and unmaſking 'the external 
enemies that threaten you, it is neceſſary to mark their accomplices 
who dare to act in the interior. a | - 
- What hopes can now remain to thoſe who wiſh to eſtabliſh royalty 
amongſt us? and, firſt, we are to underſtand by royaliſts thoſe hordes 
of aſſaſſins, who openly engage with us under the name of Chouansand 
Vendeans, and thoſe who conduct in the interior plots either more or 
leſs dangerous—thoſe who borrow the language of fanaticiſm; to miſ- 
lead weak minds—thoſe cowardly; or thoſe ferocious Emigrants, ſup- 
ported by England, who dare to violate our territory, or who, intro- 
ducing themſelves amongſt us by fayour of our clemency, ſharpen un- 
der our eyes the poinards that are deſtined for our aſſaſſination. We 
can neither miſunderſtand the exiſtence, or deſpiſe the fury of thoſe 
men, fince they have ſucceeded in ſtaining, by murder, in ſome cities 
in the South of France, the happy days which we have enjoyed ſince 
the gth Thermidor—thoſe who are our irreconcileable enemies, whom 
nothing can convert, Their only wiſh is for our deſtruction; they 
breathe nothing but vengeance ; they meditate only the ruin and the 
© diſmemberment 'bf their country; they attach themſelves to ev 
party; they wear every garb,” even that of demagegiſn, under which 
they foment inſurrection and revolt. But tha firmneſs of the govern- 
ment which you are about to organize, the ſtrength of the laws, and. 
the immoveable courage of our warriors, mult enſure our triumph 
oyer them, The blow which is to ſtrike them muſt annihilate them for 
| ever, 
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ever. New forces ſhall be employed, and you will not ſuffer the in- 
terior of the country to be longer diſhonoured by the preſence of thoſe 
- traitors. But in your vengeance you will not confound them with men 
who are merely weak—with thoſe who may be named Royaliſts, if. 
their opinions only are conſidered, but who ſhould be deemed: Re- 
publicans, if you look to their reſpect for the laws. | hg 
There are men who love not the Republic, becauſe this idea is con- 
nected in their mind with that of ſtorms, and of troubles, and of fac- 
tion; the ſhade of the decemvirs ſtill purſues them; they are terrified: 
the hideous torch af anarchy, and deceived by the crimes of thoſe 
villains who have ſtained the cradle of our liberty with blood. They 
regard another order of things, as the only poſſible foundation of that 
tranquillity of which they are anxious. To recal to you thoſe citizens 


Who are thus deceived, and for whoſe miſtake our prolonged: misfor- 


tunes furniſh an excuſe—while their error prevents not their obedience 
to che laws—it is neceſſary to organize your government, that it may 
protect weakneſs, aſſure innocence, punyh guilt, and exterminate 
anarchy. | 


Prove to thoſe incredulqus men, who, favouring the firſt atchiev- | 


ments of Liberty amongſt us, were afterwards. ſtayed by their puſilla- 
nimity, and retreated through weakneſs from the vaſt progreſs of the 
Republic; prove to them, that this liberty which they cheriſhed 
ſormerly, is not incompatible with the tranquillity which they now 
demand. Let it be demonſtrated to them, that the eſtabliſhment of 
the Republic can alone aſſure their repoſe and conſirm their happi- 
neſs, while its overthrow, if it were poſſible, inſtead of bringing back 


the peaceable return of that royalty which has been ſo juſtly proſeri- 
bed, would produce oniy the fatal return of diſſentions, of eivil war, 


of conſpiracies, of proſcriptions, and revenge. It would tear the 
fides of our anfortunate country, only to open an entrance to barba- 
rous foreigners, who are defirous to ſubject us to the fate of unfortu- 
nate Poland. | | n ge, 
But the Republic, which the courage of ſqme men has conceived, 
which the heroiſm of our armies has cemented, which the nation has 
conſecrated by every act which could manifeſt its adherence, and 
which deſtiny itſelf appears to have taken pains to conſolidate z this 
Republic will not now commit itſelf with that vague theory which 
' Induces thoſe minds to diſpair who are ſtill enſlaved by former habits. 
It is a government in action, which has conquered the moſt ancient 
governments on tae ſurface of the globe. It no longer environs itſelf 
with the apparatus of death, with which it was ſurrounded by ferocious 
tyrants, who regarded liberty with abhorrence. 1 
That important day, the gth Thermidor, has abſolved the genius 
of France from the crimes of her oppreſſors: and the conſtitution which 
you are about to ſubmit ta the acceptance of the people will cicatrixe 
her wounds, and guarantee the reign of the laws. It is ſince the gth 
Thermidor that the Republic has made her faireſt and moſt precious 
conqueſts; ſo many families delivered from dungeons, and reſtored to 
freedom from dungeons whence they were nat formerly delivered, 
but to go to the Kafeld; ſo many virtuous men recalled to . if 
2 ou 
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from their graves, aſtoniſhed to find yet ſenſitive beings, and 

the humane legiſlators who, themſelves reſtored to freedom, give free- 
dom to all: theſe ſacred alliances formed in the th of priſons 
theſe leſſons of equality given by misfortune—theſe ſeats of calamity, 


where every one took his place, and drank in turn from the ſame 


cup of adverſity this union formed by the neceſlity of reſiſtance to 
tyrants who'burned to ſeize their prey—theſe are the ties would now 
- unite all men of every opinion under the ſtandard of the Republic, 
and theſe are their new trophies. They mingle themſelves in 
idea with the fynibols of glory which are ſuſpended from this nook, 
(the flandards of the conquered countries) which the heroiſm of our 
armies has atchieved. E £2 


Every thing which baniſhed from the Republic; every thing which 


diſquieted cool and reaſoning minds, ſhould now attach them to her. 


Do they feel the horrors of civil war? Royalty now preſents'only'a 


ſeries of inteſtine commotion. Do they feel the neceſſity of bringing 
to perfection the eſtabliſhed government? The Republican conſtitu- 
tion contains the ſeed of good laws. Do they regard with pride 
the name of French? The Republic has given it luſtre by every ſpecies 
of triumph. Royaliſm is a criminal; degraded, and execrable faction; 


it is divided in its view, and uncertain in its proceedings; it can no 


longer attack us by indirect means, or ſtrengthen. itſelf by thoſe it has 
already employed. The vigilance of government ought now to ex- 
tend to its ſecret mancruvres, to unravel its plots, to puniſh its chiefs, 
and repel its aggreſſions. [93 et $107,033 
There is another faction, not-leſs odious, which regrets and wiſhes 
to reeſtabliſh the frightful reign of Robeſpierre. It unites itſelf to 
Royaliſm, to advance with it to the ſame point, the reeftabliſhment 
of any tyranny which can be exerciſed under the name of its leaders. 
This faction avails itſelf of every exceſs, and of the anxieties which 
they inſpire.  It'is compoſed of informers, and inceſſantly offers the 
the aid of its informations. It is compoſed of men who, wiſhing to 
avoid avenging juſtice, conjure up wrongs of every kind, that thier 
own may be thrown into oblivion: Their object is, that the Con- 
vention ſhould give, by its internal diviſion, the ſignal for thoſe which 
they wiſh to propagate in France. They wiſh that the government 


ſhould make itſelf arbitrary, that they may make it odious. Such is 


the hope of ou renemies, whatever may be their ſtandard or their livery. 

The Zerrori/ts wiſh to poſtpone the eſtabliſhment of a wiſe conſti- 
tution, that the courſe of juſtice (which they fear) may be ſtill ſuſ- 
pended, and that alarms of every kind may be revived amongſt the 
citzaens, bringing in their train diſorder, anarchy, and oppretfion. 
They wiſh that the {fem of Juſpicien may becpme a part of our poli- 
tical code, becauſe they think it neceſſary to the maintenance of their 


abominable doctrines. It is their deſire that the government, being 
itſelf terrified, ſnould appeal to the ſuccour of that claſs of men who 
call robbery and aſſaſſination by. the names of energy and patriotiſm ; 
and that thus, inſtead of being watched over themſelves, as they are 
at this day, they may to-morrow take the guardianſhip of their fellow- 
citizens; that is to iay, that they may have „ of falling again 


An 


upon the prey which they have already but half plundered. 
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An arbitrary power uſurped by the Convention, ſuggeſts to Royali/ne 
that liberty would become leſs dear to the French in proportion as they 
were deprived of its reality; that liberty would every day loſe its 
friends amongſt virtuous and enlightened men, in proportion as. it 
required ſupport from robbers. They think that the new tyranny 
which may be thus eſtabliſhed could not be overturned, but to give 


place to the deteſtable royalty for which they ſtill dare to combat. 


I have thus traced to you their fooliſh and their criminal hopes. 
I ſhudder myſelf at the blind delirium which cauſes men, who can live 
under a Government, whoſe duration is ſecured by its juſtice, to with 
-for a ferocious ſyſtem, which muſt be as violently overthrown.. But, 
ſuch a delirium exiſts—there are men, to whom, without living to 
exerciſe acts of yigour, without viſiting their particular hatreds, 
without oppreſſing others; life ſeems but a lengthened puniſhment. 
Let this puniſhment be their own ; let us not give them the opportu- 
nity which they expect, of being victinis in one moment, to become 
in the next oppreſſors. Let us ſuppreſs them all at once with the ſtrict 


ſeverity of juſtice. - 


A good government is juſt and firm; it is not arbitrary. It ought 
to be at once the hope and reſource of Food citizens, and the terror 


of the bad: to govern is not to tyrannize ; it is to execute the laws 


dictated by juſtice. $ID 
But the ſeverity of government excludes neither humanity nor juſ- 


tice. Think, Repreſentatives of the People, you who wiſh to tranſ- 


mit to your ſucceſſors the ſacred depoſit of national liberty, placed 


under the guard of every virtue, reflect, that we may attach by kind- 


neſs the enemies whom we cannot ſubdue by puniſhment ; reflect on all 
the acts of juſtice and humanity which we have conſecrated ſince the 
gth 'Thermidor ? Have you to deplore the conſequences of any one. 
of them? Our fierce detemvirs. had ſent to the ſcaffold thouſands of 
individuals, and appropriated to themſelves their bloody ſpoils ; ' theſe 
you have rejected. You have reſtored to the orphan the inheritance 
of his father, and this decree has conquered for you a great number of 
enemies, on which you were ſtill to reckon ; it has enlightened thoſe 
whom reſentment had miſled ; it has cauſed the miniſters of Kings to 
tremble, on ſeeing the numberleſs friends which your juſtice was 
about to conciliate. | . | 
Purſue then, you who love the Republic—you, who, enamoared of 
her, wiſh to ſpread the ſacred enthuſiaſm—purſue this courſe of bene- 
faction, which every day obtains for you new partiſans. Look to the 
code of revolutionary laws, planned for fifteen months by tyranny, and 
ſee if there does not yet remain many acts of injuſtice to oy wh 
each of us devote himſelf to this reſearch, and let long and ſleepleſs 
nights find us inceſſantly occupied in this philanthropie labour. 
Before the revolution many illuſtrious men were engaged in unveil- 
ing the horrors of a criminal juriſprudence, at once arbitrary, fero- 
cious, and tyrannical. They had ſhewn the horrors of the queſtion by 
torture—of the _ prejudices which extended the puniſhment of the 
- guilty to their. innocent families. Do you believe that the code of 
your oppreſſors does offer tracts of barbariſm as dark as thoſe 2 our 
* 3 | . ZOTMET 
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former criminal juriſprudence ? Are all their loſſes yet effaced ? Are 
there not thouſands of victims who accuſe” you of injuſtice; and mur- 
mur at your delays? _—_— | add 

Haſten then to receive their appeals : a few days will paſs, and 
others will be the depoſitaries of national authority. Do not leave to 
them the honour of cauſing thoſe crimes to be forgotten, under which 
you yourſelves have ſo long ſuffered. It belongs to you, who have 
overthrown Robeſpierre, who have been perſecuted and proſcribed by 
him, to blot from the memory of France the miſchieſs which he has 


1 


committed. | | | 
The tribunal of poſterity to which you will be called, will fix its 
on the laſt ſteps of > rr career. At once ſevere and juſt, it will 

not impute to you the evils of which you have not been the cauſe; 15 


will condemn yon only for the miſchiefs which you have not 
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